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S E R M O N. 


| APPEAR before you, at preſent, my 
Chriſtian Brethren, on the revival of a 
monthly Religious Exerciſe, which uſed to 
circulate through the Congregational or In- 
dependent Churches, from above 40 years 
ago, till after the year 63; when on the 
return of peace and opulence, at the cloſe of 
a moſt ſucceſsful War, diſſipation and in- 
difference to —_—_—_— began generally to 
prevail, and the Diſſenters did not eſcape 
the infection; ſo that the Exerciſe dwindled, 
and was ſoon dropt for want of attendance. 
But the alarming and dangerous ſtate into 
which our public affairs are now brought, 
has excited the Major Part of the Miniſters 
of our Denomination to reſolve to revive the 
Exerciſe, as a likely means, through the 
bleſling of God, of reviving religion among 
us, and for imploring the divine Mercy, to 
avert the judgments which we feel or too 
juſtly fear, to reſtore peace, and to preſerve 
to us our forfeited civil and religious liberties 
and privileges. Py 
B We 
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We mean not to claſh with, much leſs 
oppole, any other monthly Meetings, but 
to come in aid of them, to ſerve the ſame 


great ends. There is room enough, there 


is need enough for all to exert themſelves, 
and we hope, we ſhall not be again diſcou- 
raged from carrying on this Exerciſe, b 
ſeeing it neglected: but that both Miniſters 
and their People will give it countenance by 
their ſerious attendance. You know when 
the hands of Mes were lifted up 1/rael 
prevailed againſt Amale (Exodus xvii.) and 
the fervent prayer of the righteous avails 
„ much.” 

But if we expect our prayers to be heard, 
remember they muſt be attended with re- 

ntance and reformation : to enforce which 
ſhall be my preſent endeavor, 


From thoſe words of the . prophecy of 
Jeremiab, which you have in the xviiith 
chapter, 7 and 8 verſes; * At what inſtant 
1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation and 
5 n a kingdom, to pluck up and 
„to pull down and to deſtroy it; if that 
* nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 
« turn from their evil, I will repent of 
* the evil that I thought to do unto them.” 
On the contrary, verſes 9 and 10; * And 
at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a 
„nation and concerning a kingdom, to 
build and to plant it; if it do evil in 
«c my 


— 
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« my ſight, that it obey not my voice, then 
J will repent of the good wherewith I 
« ſaid I would benefit them.“ "I 

This is the declaration of the Great .and 
Bleſſed God, by his faithful ſervant Jeremiah 
who executed the prophetical office through 
many inſults and ſufferings, from that ob- 
ſtinate people the Fews, for upwards of 
40 years, under the reigns of Jo/iab,' Jeboia- 
kim, and Zedekiah, kings of Judah, with the 
laſt of whom the prophet lived to ſee. the 
Babyloniſh Captivity take place, er ho 
had forefold. | 

Calvin * obſerves, © That God as it were 
entered his action and commenced, and 
« carried on his ſuit againſt the Fews by 
* Iſaiah, but by Jeremiab and Ezektel he 
6 brought them in guilty, and paſt ſentence 
« upon them. By the prophet 1/azab he 
« argued and pleaded the caſe with them, 
« mixed the moſt tender admonitions along, 
« with the warmeſt; expoſtulations; and 
«« joined the moſt gracious promiſes with, 
«« his ſevereſt threatenings. But the gentle 
voice of this divine Rhetoric failing of 
« effect; upon that baſe and hardened people, 
«« who were proof againſt all the ingenuous 
© motives of kindneſs, heedleſs of threat- 
« ened. correction, and refractory under it:; 
« God, by the ſucceeding prophets Jere- 
« miah and Ezekiel, changes his language: 


* Proemium ad Jerem. Operum, vol. 4. 
B 2 « and 
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* and exalts his voice into thunder. He 
s finiſhes the proceſs, brings them in guilty, 
and paſſes ſentence upon them, and chiefly 
% employs the prophetical - ſpirit in de- 
* nouncing the terrors of his vengeance : 
« yet this not without ſome mixture of 
* encouragement to repentance. Though 
their fins had been ſo aggravated, their 
* rebellion ſo long and fo boldly perſiſted 
*in, that it was neceflary to vindicate his 
® honor by inflicting puniſhment upon 
& them, which is therefore many times in 
* this propheſy formally denounced; yet 
er that they might not become deſperate, 
and thereby more hardened, he promiſed 
* not to make a full end of them, but to 
* turn again the captivity of Zion, and often 
&. points the truly humbled ſoul to the N 
ec /2h's kingdom.” 

The prophet begins the chapter, of which 
our text is part, with a diſplay of God's 
ſovereign power, by the apt and common 
alluſion, in Seripture, of a Potter, who is 
fepreſented as faſhioning his clay into ſome 
particular kind of veſſel; but if it be not 
of a due temper, and by any means becomes 
unfit for the purpoſe, he breaks it in pieces, 
works it up again, and forms it into any 
other veſſel that he pleaſes; verſes 1, 2, 3, 4. 
The deſign of this ſimile is explained, and 


applied in the 6th verſe; „ O houſe of 


1% [/rael, cannot I do with you as this potter, 


«- faith the Lord; Behold as the clay is in 
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„the potter's hand, ſo are ye in mine hand, 
« O houſe of Iſrael.” He appeals to their 
own reaſon; for that, if conſulted, would 
certainly ſhew them, that God's power over 
them was infinitely more abſolute than that 
of the potter over the clay; which he only 
moulds and faſhions, but 'cannot, propetly 
ſpeaking, increaſe or deſtroy one grain © 
its ſubſtance; whereas God, the Almighty 
Creator, called all things into being by the 
word of his power, (which phraſe perhaps 
imports the Eaſe wherewith he created them) 
and therefore he can not only change the 


manner of their exiſtence, alter their forms, 


but is able, at pleaſure, utterly to deſtroy all 
the works of his hand, and cruſh them out 
of being. ang 
So entirely dependent upon him are all 

his creatures, ſo abſolute and ſovereign is his 

wer! But then he always acts as a juſt 
Judge, rendering unto all according to their 
works. This is the import of what he im- 
mediately adds in my text; © At what in- 
_« ſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation 
* and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 
« and to pull down and to deſtroy it, &c.“ 
« At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak,” in the 7th 
and gth verſes *, might be rendered, “ In- 
« flantly or ſuddenly will I fpeat,” which 
is more literal, and makes the declaration 
more poſitive; and in the eth verſe, „If 


* 91) JI 
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60 that 
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5 that nation againſt whom I have pro- 


% nounced turn from their evil,” would be 
better rendered, But if that nation turn 
from its cs. about which I have ſpoken 
* to it, or on account of which I have pro- 
„% nounced againſt it.“ 

God ſpeaks to a nation either immediately 
by the mouths of the prophets, or by the 
written declarations of his word, or by the 
voice of his providence. By his prophets 
he immediately and frequently declared of 
old to the Fews, the general and unvaried 
maxim of his, providential government, 
which he has tranſmitted down to us in the 
words of my text, and which he always has 
been, is and will be confirming, by the 
operations of his hand, in the affairs of 
nations. | 

The ſenſe of the whole paſſage may run 
thus; „ When a nation grows rampant in 
40 wickedneſs, ſuddenly will I bring my 
« judgments upon them; ſuch judgments 
«« as they did not at all look for, but thought 
* themſelves entirely ſecure from; and 1 
« will pour out my wrath if they perſiſt in 
« their rebellion, till I have utterly deſtroyed 
« them as a nation and a people, But if 
« that nation repent and turn from thoſe 
« evil courſes, which I have warned them 
« of in my word, and on account of which 
J am declaring againſt them, in the diſ- 
«« penſations of my providence; then will I 
1 RO * avenging hand, turn away 

« from 
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from ſmiting them, and put a ſtop to 
«thoſe judgments that threatened their 
<< utter deſtruction, and will return again 
« unto them to do them good. But on the 
* contrary, when I have ſmiled upon a 
e nation, made it my peculiar care, have 
opened its way to peace, and ſtrength, and 
* affluence, and ſeemed going to make it 
« the envy of all the kingdoms of the earth; 
yet if this nation, growing full, forgets 
* me, breaks through its allegiance to me, 
% yiolates my laws, and gives itſelf up to 
vice and impiety; then will I blaſt their 
opening proſperity, recall the bleſſings 1 
% had laviſhed upon them, and withhold 
* thoſe they promiſed themſelves, and which 
«© the courſe. of my providence ſeemed to 
„ inſure them: I wil puniſh their ingra- 
« titude, and viſit their fins with deſo- 
cc lating judgments.” 

This is our preſent melancholy ſituation ; 
-and the text thus explained ſupplies us with 
very ſuitable matter for our Meditations, 
-under the hand of God that is lifted up 
againſt us. I ſhall raiſe from it theſe three 
general obſervations. 

I. National Iniquity will certainly bring 
down National Judgments. 

IT. Theſe are loud calls to National Re- | 
pentance'and Reformation. 

III. Repentance and Reformation are fee 
indications and conditions of deliverance and 
continued proſperity. 
L. I. National 
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I. National Iniguity, of which the abufe 
of the divine | goodneſs is the blackeſt, 
will certainly bring down national . 
This may be proved, 


F irſt of all, from the regſon of thiogs. 
God will vindicate his honor, and make 
it appear that he acts as a wiſe and juſt Go- 
vernor, and righteous Judge of the univerſe; 
and as ſuch, he muſt make a difference 
betwixt thoſe that ſerve him, and thoſe 
that ſerve him not. The nations of the 
earth that are without the written law, 


that are not favored with thoſe. particular 
«declarations of his will, and the method of 
his grace, which we are bleſt with; “ yet 


& theſe are not without law, but are a law 
0 unto themſelves, having the things of the 
% law written in their hearts.” The light 
of nature will, or might, teach them 'the 


grand duties of Morality and firſt principles 
of Religion; ſuch as the fear and love, the 


homage, worſhip, and obedience, that are 
due to their Creator and Bene factor, „ who 
c has not left himſelf without a watneſs 


« among them, in that he does them good, 


6c gives them rain from Heaven; and fruitful 
«« ſeaſons, filling their hearts with food and 
« gladneſs.“ 


God has taken care that there ſhould be 


light ſufficient, though but glimmering, 
ot, r the ruins of the fall, to ſhew) the 


cſſential 


[9] 


eflential difference of vice arid virtue, and 
make the path of a creature's duty plain to 
all, who do not wilfully extinguith that 
light, and get their conſcience feared. No 
nation under the ſun has yet been found fo 
barbarous, as not to have ſome notion of 
moral good and evil; ſome ſenſe of religion, 
that there is ſome ſuperior Being, who 1s 
concerned about theit actions, and will puniſh 
their faults. _ 

As for the people who enjoy the light of 
Revelation ; the grand end and deſign of that, 
is to ſhew the importance of holineſs ; “ for 
te this is the will of God even your ſanctifi- 
cation.“ 


The books of nature, ptovidence and 


grace conſpire to gu that God is a being 
of ſpotleſs holine 

* to behold iniquity without abhorrence.“ 
Now. what ſhould hinder him from mani- 


feſting the indignation of his heart, by the 


power of his hand? Juſtice is eſſential to the 
divine nature, and that muſt lead him to 
punith offenders, and make examples of thoſe 
that violate the laws which he himſelf has 
given them, writing them in their hearts, 

or giving them a fairer copy in his word. 
That Punitive Juſtice is in God might be 
largely proved, but it is not neceſſary, ſince 
it muſt be allowed by all, our conſciences 
tell us God is an avenger of ſin; they are 
often whiſpering, Cave, ſpectat Deus, take 
heed, God beholds ; beholds, to puniſh the 
violation of his laws; and the boldeſt finners 
C ſometimes 
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ſometimes hear this voice of conſcience raiſed 
into ſtorms of terror. 

You caſily ſee how natural to mankind is 
the notion of divine Juſtice, from what is 
recorded of the Heathen Inhabitants of Me- 
lita *, and barbarous or uncivilized Heathens 
too, not improved by learning and philo- 
ſophy; Ads xxviii. 3, 4, where we read, 
« And when Paul had gathered a bundle of 
« ſticks, and laid them on the fire, there 
* came a viper out of the heat, and faſtened 
* on his hand. And when the Barbarians 
« ſaw the venomous animal hang on his 
hand, they ſaid among themſelves, No 
« doubt this man is a murderer, whom, 
* though he has eſcaped the ſea, yet ven- 
cc geance, or divine Juſtice, Ain, ſuffers not 
* to live.” This is the natural language of 
mere unaſſiſted reaſon, that God will puniſh 
fin; but their application was not juſt, for 
God does not always make examples of. 
ſinners in this world. The wiſe man tells 
us, That there is one event to the righ- 
© teous and to the wicked; Eccl. ix. 2.” 
and not only the wiſer Heathens but the 
devout Pſalmiſt (Pſalm lxxiii.) was puzzled 
about the common ſtate of things here; viz. 
* that the ungodly often proſper, and are 
* not in trouble as other: men; but he was 


Not the modern Malta, but an 10nd i in the Adrietic 
Sea; as Mr. Bryant has proved in the ſecond Diſſertation 
annexed to his learned Obſervations on Ancient Hiſtory, 


to. 1767. 
Ne « ſatisfied 
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*« ſatisfied when he came to underſtand or 
« conſider their end.” 

We ſhould remember, that this is not the 
ſtate of retribution for particular perſons, 
that is reſerved to the other world ; there is 
a day coming, finner, it is an e, day, 
„ when God will reckon with every ſoul of 
« man that doth evil.” But this is not the 
caſe with nations; God muſt deal properly 
with them in this world “*, becauſe they 
have no exiſtence-in the next. Kingdoms, 
and ſtates, bodies politic, the ſocieties of 
men, are but Time's ambitions, that like 
the bubbles of a rivulet, are loſt with it in 
the ocean of eternity : they are confined to 
this ſtate, and will periſh with it, and will 
never be ſet up again in the other world; 
they are therefore the immediate objects of 
God's preſent government. 

The nations of the earth are the grand 
theatre of God's providence; here he appears 
throwing back, as it were, the curtain that 
hides the inviüble world, and reveals him- 
ſelf in all the glories of juſtice and power, 
Thus, becauſe the old world, before the 
Flood, might be conſidered as one com- 
munity, probably not parceled into different 
kingdoms and ſtates, God puniſhed them all 
together, as one impious nation, with a ge- 
neral deſtruction, From his dealing with 


* Not that this diſtinction excludes his Providence 
from extending to Individuals; ſee Dr. Leland's View of 
the Deiſtical Writers, vol. 2, p. 215, 8vo. 1755. 
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nations we may learn, that there is a God 
who judges in the earth, a God who will 
protect and defend a people that keep his 
laws, who will clothe a righteous nation 
with ſtrength and beauty, and crown them 
with honor ; who will judge a bloody and 
deceitful] people, and make a wicked nation 
* conſume away in its own wickedneſs.” 
The Juſtice of God cannot fail to puniſh 
national iniquity with national judgments, 
and his wiſdom generally appears in per- 
mitting the fins of a people to work out 
their puniſhment ; as they will naturally do; 
but of this perhaps more properly under the 
next general head, 5 
II. Scripture witneſſes to this truth, that 
God will judge a nation for their iniquity. 
Tis not only the plain declaration of my 
text, that if a nation do evil in the fight 
te of God, and obey not his voice,” he will 
ut a ſtop to the bleſſings his hand was 
— upon them, will + af the courſe 
of his providence, and come forth againſt 
them in awful judgments, ** to * bp 
* and pull down and deſtroy them ;” but 
the general current and burden of all the 
prophets, is to denounce vengeance on rebel- 
lious and wicked nations. That it was fo 
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel eſpecially, I before 
obſerved, and it is ſo of moſt of the other 
prophets: in Nahum and Habakkuk you have 
the moſt terrible diſplay of national judg- 


ments. 
5 All 


1 


All the calamities that ever come upon 4 
nation are ſo many judgments of God for 
their ſins; they ſpring not out of the duſt, 
they are not the product of time and chance, 
nor to be aſcribed merely to ſecond cauſes, 
but to Gop, who righteouſly permits and 
orders ſecond cauſes to work together for the 
puniſhment of a guilty people. There is 
no natural evil in a city but God has done it, 
he has brought it upon them as the juſt re- 
compence of moral evil; the evil of puniſh- 
ment wil] follow the evil of fin, as the ſhadow 
will the body. To cite particular paſſages 
on this head would be endleſs : I would only 
defire you to conſult, at your leiſure, the 
xxviiith chapter of Deuteronomy : There God 
lays before the [/raehites the manner in which 
he would deal with them as a nation and 
people, and which, T a Jon of reaſon, 
will extend to all the kingdoms and nations 
of the earth. From the beginning of the 
chapter to the 15th verſe, you have a cata- 
logue of the temporal bleſſings that would 
be the reward of their obedience, of national 
holineſs and virtue: from thence to the end 
of the chapter, you have the dreadful roll of 
curſes, with which God threatens to viſit 
their ſins and rebellion. 

Sure none, who will conſider that chapter 
ſeriouſly, can have flight thoughts of fin, 
which is threatened with ſuch affecting pu- 
niſhments : and let none preſume to think 
the threatenings of God like thoſe of a fool- 

iſhly 


Ia 


iſhly fond parent, who never executes them, 
for the terrible ſentence there pronounced 
was at laſt literally executed, in the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans. 
Which leads me to add, 

III. That we have numerous examples of 
divine judgments poured out upon ſinful 
nations, both in ſacred and profane H:/tory, 
Time would fail me to enumerate theſe. 
What nations and people has God viſited in 
awful juſtice, * and plucked up and pulled 
«© down and deſtroyed!” Where is the 
Egyptian, where the Syrian and Aſſyrian 


monarchies, that made ſuch a figure in the 


records of ancient ages? They are utterly 
blotted out of exiſtence, and their memory 
has almoſt. periſhed. What is become of the 
Grecian and Roman empires, thoſe later lords 
of mankind, and ſcourges of the univerſe, 
that ſwept away nations like the duſt of the 
balance? They filled up the meaſure of their 
iniquities, oY God has taken them away ; 
how are the mighty fallen!” The Greeks 
and Romans, who uſed to give law to the 
nations, are now, 1n a political view, ſome 
of the moſt contemptible people in Europe; 
the one, a little province of ignoble ſlaves, 
loſt in the vaſt Turbhiſb empire; the other, 
an enervated race of tame vaſlals to eccicliaſtic 
tyrants, who lord it over ſoul and body. 

But not to dwell upon theſe, or upon the 
example of the nations which God drove out 


before the children of 1/-ae/, and gave to their 


{word, 


. 


ſword, to utter deſtruction; *©* not for any 
« righteouſneſs in them,” as he expreſs] 
declares, but “ for the wickedneſs of thoſe 
% nations.” If any people could hope to be 
exempted from this general rule of divine 
overnment, ſurely. the Jews were they. 
hey were the people of God's choice, ſe- 
lected from all the other nations of the earth, 
to be a peculiar treaſure unto God; for 
the forming and ſettling of whom he wrought 
ſuch wonders, in whoſe ſtate he immediate] 
preſided as King, to whom the divine oracles 
were.committed, and among whom he made 
his glory viſible; who were the deſcendants 
of Abraham, his friend, and heirs of Abra- 
ham's bleſſing. But it was upon the con- 
dition, as Caluin * juſtly. obſerves, that they 
were alſo heirs of his faith and obedience. 
It was the folly of the Jews to flatter 
themſelves, becauſe they were the children 
of Abraham, to whole ſeed the promiſes were 
made, that therefore they had an indefeaſible 
right, or abſolute title to God's providential 
favor, and that it was engaged to them b 
an unchangeable covenant, though they broke 
this covenant, and polluted, and even often 
aboliſhed the true worſhip of God. This 
mad preſumption God warns them of in the 
verſe before my text; O houſe of 1/rae/, 
cannot I'do with you as this potter, faith 


* Commentary on the verſes preceding my text, 
Works, V. iv. — bs 


ce the 
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% the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the 
70 2 hand, ſo are ye in mine hand, O 
* houſe of 1/ae/,” Think not that your 
privileges ſecure you from my reſentment; 
no, they aggravate it. You only have I 
4 known, of all the families of the earth, 
ic therefore, more ſeverely therefore, will 
« I puniſh you for all your iniquities.“ 
Amos iii. 2. Preſume not upon my cove- 
% nant obligations to you, for they are for- 
4 * feited, becauſe you have virtually re- 
'P % nounced it, by your Sabbath-breaking, 
i « your Idolatry, and other abounding tranſ- 
« prefſions.” Therefore, what God lays 
down, in general, in my text, he bids the 
| prophet apply immediately to them, in the 
5 11th verſe. © Now, therefore, go to, ſpeak 
„ to the men of Judab, and to the inha- 
« bitants of Jeruſalem, ſaying; Thus faith 
te the Lord, Behold I frame evil againſt you, 
* and deviſe a device againſt you.” To the 
ſame purpoſe he often declares, © he would 
« viſit their tranſgreſſion with a rod, and 
te their iniquity with ſtripes :” and this, 
they ſhould have remembered, was the very 
original tenor of his covenant with them, 
as in the before-mentioned xxvuith of Deu- 
teronomy. | 

And the judgments threatened in the law, 
and foretold in prophecy, are recorded in 
hiſtory. Many were their ſlaveries and cap- 
tivities ; various the armies of God's ven- 


geance ; ſword, famine, and peſtilence, _ 
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the van; judicial blindneſs of mind, and 
hardneſs of heart, bring up the rear; and at 
laſt, when their meaſure of iniquity was 
full, he took away their place and nation, 
and has ſcattered them, as vagabonds, over 
the face of the earth, to carry with them, 
at once, the proofs of his juſtice, and of the 
truth of the goſpel, which they have rejected. 
Thus God dealt with his peculiar people the 
Jews; and ſuch have been the diſpenſations 
of his providence to many a profeſſing people 
under the goſpel. 

The Seven Churches of Aja, mentioned 
in the Revelations, are now no more; and 
moſt of thoſe to which the apoſtolic writings 
are directed, with many of the Eaſtern Na- 
tions, have now loſt the Chriſtian Name, and 
been long given up to the Mahometan Im- 
poſture. 'They forſook the purity of their 
faith and practice; the light ſhone for a 
while in their darkneſs, “ but they loved 
« darkneſs rather than light ;” therefore, 
God, in righteous judgment, removed it. 
And how many of the nations of Europe are 
given up © to ſtrong deluſion, that they 
* ſhould believe a lye !” who, though they 
retain the Chriſtian Name, have exchanged 
the Chriſtian Religion for Popiſh, which is 
even worſe in its influence on morals than 
Pagan, Idolatry. | 

For many ages did this ſuperſtitious and 
ſou]-deſtroying tyranny hold all Europe bound 
in its chains of darkneſs, and very heavy did 
they 


1 

they lie on our land, till God at length burſt 
them aſunder, and gave us to exert our li- 
berty, cauſed his goſpel to flouriſh among 
us, and attended us with his bleſſing. We 
have been a people, whom “ he has builded 
„and planted ; the happy people whoſe God 
* has been the Lord, IEHOVAH;“ who has 
often ſaved us when apparently at the brink 
of ruin, and wrought deliverance for us 
© when there appeared to be no deliverer 
& nigh,” 

Whether God has not reaſon to repent him 
of theſe his benefits towards us, judge ye? 
And therefore, whether our abuſed liberty 
ſhall not be at length taken away, our miſ- 
improved riches and plenty turned into want 
and miſery, and what is ſtill more tremen- 
dous, whether the Golden Candleſtick of 
the Goſpel ſhall not be at laſt removed, is 
matter of juſt fear. We need not look back 
to the days of old; we need not ſearch 
abroad, though the overflowing ſcourge has 
indeed been ſweeping through the earth, to 
fee the connexion of national iniquity and 
national judgments; we ſee, we feel them 
upon ourſelves, That the hand of the Lord 
has been for ſome time lifted up againſt us, 
and is now deſcending with ſevere ſtrokes, 
1s too viſible; and that our fins have richly 
deſerved it, is too ſad, too plain a truth to be 
denied ; our fin and puniſhment are too well 
known to need enlargement, 

| What, 
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What, can we doubt of the one; when 
avarice and extortion, open injuſtice, frauds 
and forgeries, when pride and luxury, drunk- 
enneſs and debauchery, the rage of gaming, 
profaneneſs and blaſphemy; when, in ſhort, 
vice and immorality of every kind and de- 
gree, when irreligion and impiety, in every 
ſhape, are not only found among us, but 
abound in the midſt of us; when the works 
of darkneſs, vices that among the Heathens 
took to the covert of the night, now ſeek the 
light, ſtalk in the face of day, and defy the 
reſentment of God and man? The corruption 
both in principles and manners is become 
very near univerſal; ſo that wherever we 
turn ourſelves, on the right hand or on the 
left, our ears are wounded, our eyes pol- 
luted ; ſhame and confuſion of face 1 
unto us, * becauſe iniquity abounds, and 
« becauſe the love of many waxes cold,” 
the power of Godlineſs almoſt diſappears, 
religion languiſhes into a mere name and 
indifference, and carnality prevail among its 

rofeſſors. 

As our Guilt is evident, can we have any 
more doubt of the reality of our Puniſhment ? 
Are we ſo inſenſible as not to be perſuaded, 
that God has an awful controverſy with us, 
that his judgments are gone abroad among 
us, and that he is “writing terrible things 
in righteouſneſs againſt us?” When we 
are engaged in a moſt unnatural civil war, 
and have, at the ſame time, a foreign war to 

D 2 maintain, 
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maintain, without one human ally, againſt 
ſome of the greateſt powers of Europe, Who 
have perfidiouſly thruſt themſelves into the 
conteſt between Great Britain and her Ame- 
rican Colonies, in order to compleat the 
ruin of both, and divide their ſpoils: a war 
that has conſumed the lives of many thou- 
ſands of our fellow-ſubje&s, as well as mil- 
lions of money, and diſmembered our em- 
pire, and in which, though we have had 
our ſucceſſes, and have been enabled to ſup- 

ort it beyond expectation, we have met 
with ſome ſuch remarkable diſappointments, 
and humbling loſſes, as make the finger 
of God manifeſt in them? Shall we not be 

t awakened, to ſtand in awe of God, and 
acknowledge his hand, and to beg of him 
that ſuch conviction may have the due effect 
upon us? I paſs on therefore to my 

II. General Head. — That the Judgment 
of God are loud calls to national repentance 
and reformation. 


For, in the firſt place, this is God's defign 
in ſending them. As © he does not wil- 
« lingly grieve or afflit any of the children 
« of men, but if need be;” ſo it is * for 
* their profit to make them partakers of 
* his holineſs.” God does not puniſh 
merely to ſatisfy his juſtice, to vindicate 
the honor of his law, and by making ex- 
amples of offenders, to deter others from 
imitating their fins; but his puniſhments, 

| in 
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in this ſtate, are ordinarily in a way of cor- 
rection, and have a view to the amendment 
of the ſubjects of them. | 
He does not come to extremities at once ; 
he does not, like a judge, pronounce ſentence 
of death, and order its immediate execution ; 
but in a milder way, he corrects with a 
father's hand, and mixes remonſtrances with 
puniſhment. He uſually threatens before he 
ſtrikes, that our repentance might prevent 
the blow, and render it not neceſſary. How 
moving are his expoſtulations by the prophet 
Hoſea, with the people of ae ! Hoſea xi. 8. 
« How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? how 
„ ſhall I deliver thee, Mae? how ſhall I 
© make thee as Admah ? how ſhall I ſet thee 
as Zeboim? (cities which he had'utterly 
« deſtroyed, like Sodom, ſee Dent. xxix. 23.) 
« mine heart is turned within me, my re- 
«« pentings are kindled together.” Thus = 

warned the Ninevites by frat] and 'y 
know what happy end it anſwered ; and thus 
he is to be confidered as pleading with and 
warning every nation that enjoys his word, 
And he, beſides, generally cauſes things 
ſo to work about, that a gathering ſtorm in 
providence, might be diſcerned before it 
comes ; which is to give ſpace for repentance 
and reformation. But when a people are 
grown ſo careleſs and indifferent, that they 
will not ſee, till they are made to feel, his 
hand, it uſually falls more lightly at firſt, 
and his judgments increaſe by degrees, if 
they are not attended to; and it is long 
before 
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before he quite gives up a people. The 
have 1 ch Fo. none 3 
that they might attend to the things of their 
peace, that they might © hear the voice of 
te the rod, and who has appointed it;“ that 
by his judgments being among them, they 
might learn righteouſneſs. | 

Thus has God graciouſly dealt with US ; 
often has he ſcourged us, and often has he 
healed our wounds ; he has ſhaken us as it 
were over the pit of deſtruction, and ſeemed 
to be ready to caſt us down; but his hand 
has again lifted us up, and ſaved us, when 
we called upon him. | | 

What then can be the language of his paſt 
and preſent diſpenſations, but that we ſhould 
return unto him from whom we have griev- 
onſly revolted ; ** for why ſhould we be 
« ſtricken any more?” God is ſpeaking to 
us, as in the verſe after my text to the Fews, 
“ Behold I frame evil againſt you, and de- 
« viſe a device againſt you; return ye now 
« every one from his evil way, and make 
« your ways and your doings good.” 

2. National judgments are loud calls to 
repentance and reformation, as 2 are types 
and earneſts, or preludes and pledges of the 
future univerſal judgment. God's dealings 
with ſinful nations in this world, and his 
puniſhing the iniquity of a people, manifeſt 
the reality of his hatred to fin, and are a 
confirmation and application of the ſolemn 
account that is given us, in n 

that 
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that great and dreadful day of his wrath, 
when he ſhall fit in judgment upon every 
ſon and daughter of Adam, and doom the 
impenitent Chriſtleſs finner to everlaſtin 
puniſhment. ** God, though he principally 
« reſerves his judgments for the other world, 
« yet frequently gives us ſpecimens of them 
« in this,” ſays Grotius *. Thus the final 
deſtruction of the Fewrſh ſtate is repreſented 
in Matthew xxiv. and other places, in ſuch 
a manner, as will alſo agree to the general 
deſtruction of the world; to intimate that 
the One was a certain Type of the Other; 
and ſo national judgmefits are called the 
coming of Chri/t, as they are preludes to his 
final coming to judge the univerſe. 

When the ſword of divine juſtice is waving 
over a nation, deſcends and ſteeps itſelf in 
blood; when combined, powerful, inveterate, 
and mortal enemies are hovering round a 
people, and watching an opportunity to root 
them out, and to deſtroy them ; ſuch ſhould 
be the language of every individual: “ See, 
% O my ſoul, the fruits of ſin; if theſe are 
„„ the carneſts, what will the wages be? If 
* ſuch are the ſparks of divine indignation, 
„ who can dwell with its everlaſting burn— 
*« ings? How ſhall my heart endure, or my 
“hand be ſtrong, in that day, when even 
„ the Lamb of God will put on all the ter- 
* rors of the lion, and tear in pieces, and 
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«there ſhall be none to deliver? O let me 
„% lay down the weapons of my rebellion, 
« and fly betimes for refuge, to lay hold on 
« the hope ſet before me.” Again, 

3. National judgments are loud calls to 
repentance and reformation, as they ſhew us 
the inſtability of all earthly things, and the 
inſecurity of all earthly dependencies. We 
find ourſelves ſurrounded in this world with 
a variety of pleaſing objects, that ſtrike our 
ſenſes, ſeize our affections, and are too apt 
to gain all our hearts; we fix our hopes, 
take up our reſt here, and act as if we were 
to live here always; forgetting, that“ this 
„is not our reſt, becauſe it is polluted ;” 
that we have immortal ſouls, which are made 
for eternity, and that this life is only a ſtate 
of preparation for eternal life. It is true, 
our Bibles read us this leſſon, and our reaſon 
aſſents to its truth; but becauſe the things 
of the other world are inviſible, are matters 
of faith inſtead of fight, they do not much 
affect us, and we are too apt to loſe the 
thoughts of them. 

But when God comes forth againſt a nation 
in a way of judgment; when he overturns 
kingdoms and ſtates, brings the deſolations 
of war into their borders, or bids famine and 
peſtilence thin a city, or ſtorms and inun- 
dations, or conflagrations lay it waſte ; this 
is ſtriking at our ſenſible comforts, it ſtartles 
the carnal and ſecure finner, and demands of 


him, Whether theſe things can be his 
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„portion? Whether theſe are all his hap- 
« pineſs, theſe that are ſo precarious ? And 
« whether he muſt not be for ever miſerable, 
if he have no portion beyond the grave?“ 
This gives conſcience, that may have been 
long ſtifled, an opportunity to do its office, 
and that will naturally produce ſome fort of 
repentance and. reformation ; which indeed, 
exc pt it be the genuine work of God's 
ſpirit, when his hand is removed, ſoon va- 
niſhes. SOT * | 
God's own people are too fadly prone to 
let their hearts cleave too much to the crea- 
ture, and during an uninterrupted ſtate of 
El ſettle upon their ay loſe the 
ife of religion, become earthly, inſtead of 
being ſpiritually, minded, withdrawing their 
affections from Heaven, where Chrif their 
treaſure is, and grow too conformable to the 
faſhion of a vain world. Now national cala- 
mities, as well as private afflictions, have a 
great tendency to awaken us to a ſenſe of our 
tin and of our duty. Have our hearts been 
ſet upon riches and grandeur, upon poinpous 
and flouriſhing circumſtances? Have they 
been glewed to pleaſure and gaiety, to the 
pride of life? Have they been too anxiouſly 
divided among friends and acquaintance, and 
engroſſed by our ſocial comforts? Have we 
built too much upon a mere profeſſion of 
religion, and the enjoyment of goſpel-pri- 

vileges and goſpel-ordinances ? 
E But, 
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But, alas, when the Public is in danger, 
theſe muſt totter, all our private comforts 
of an external kind become precarious. 
Should God at laſt give up our nation into 
the hands of thoſe, whoſe envy makes them 
hate us with a perfect hatred ; whatever ſome 
perſons abſurdly imagine, we muſt be ſtrip- 

ed of all theſe comforts, of every thing 
2 that is dear to us, as Men and Engliſb- 
men and Chriſtians. 

Surely this is enough to alarm us, and 
convince us of our folly in forſaking God, 
« the fountain of living water, and hewing 
c gut unto ourſelves ed broken ciſterns, 
ce that will hold no water,“ will adminiſter 
no laſting ſatisfaction. This calls us to 
repent and return unto the Lord, who will 
be our everlaſting portion; to draw off our 
affections from theſe periſhing things, and 
replace them 491 Chriſt, and the divine 
enjoyments of the eternal world, and © to 
« cleave unto the Lord with full purpoſe of 
« heart, and ſerve him in newnels of life,” 
This concluſion the Apoſtle Peter draws, 
IId Epiſile, iii. 11. from the confideration of 
the approaching deſtruction of the Few!/h 
church and ſtate, as Dr. Owen * underſtands 
that text; „ Seeing then that all theſe 
things,“ the city, the temple, the civil 
and religious polity, “ ſhall be diſſolved, 
„ what manner of perſons ought ye to be 
in all holy converſation and godlineſs ?” 
Once more, 

* Scrmons and TraQts, F. 1721. Serm. 8th. 
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4. The judgments of God upon a nation 


are loud calls to repentance and reformation, 
as they are generally adapted to the prevailing 


fins of a nation. The Old Teſtament hiſtory 


would furniſh us with abundant inſtances of 
this nature. When the Fews were guilty of 
idolatry, which was not only ſinning againſt 
God, as the God of mankind, and Creator 
of all things, but was high-treaſon againſt 
him, as the King of their ſtate ; when they 
became ſo ſtupidly wicked as to ſerve the 
gods of the neighbouring nations, his con- 
ſtant method of puniſhment was, by giving 
them up to ſerve thoſe very nations, and 
bringing them into ſlavery to thoſe very 
people, whoſe idols they had borrowed. 
This was a likely means of ſhewing them 


their folly, in truſting to dumb idols, and 


giving them a feeling conviction, that there 
was none able to deliver beſides the Lord of 


Hoſts. W 


So when, tired of his government, and 
deſirous to ſymbolize with the heathen 
nations round them, they rebelliouſly aſked 
a king, he gave them one'in his wrath, who 
made them ſmart bitterly for their ſin and 
folly. So when David, in the pride of his 
heart, cauſed the people to be numbered, in 
order to know his full ſtrength for war, 


which was invading God's prerogative in 


that ſtate, God ſent the peſtilence to ſweep 
them off, in order to humble him for his 
vain confidence in their ſtrength and number. 

Ez f Thus 
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in every part of the town and country, God 
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Thus too, when, in contradiction to God's 
command, they made leagues with their 
heathen neighbours, and when in danger of 
an invaſion, called in their allies to their 
aſſiſtance, God ſold them into the hand of 
thoſe nations, to teach them their folly and 
guilt, in withdrawing their dependance from 
im, and © making fleſh their arm.“ 

But to enlarge no further upon this point, 
which is ſo plain in ſacred bitlory, that none 
who converſe with it can fail of frequently 
making ſuch obſervations: We ſhould apply 
it to our own nation, to our own times, and 
hearken to the ſpecial voice of God's judg- 
ments, ſee for what fins he is declaring againſt 
us, what are the evils of which he is re- 
proving us; that we may be humbled under 
them, and taught the improvement of his 
judgments for them. But not to break in 
too far upon the time requiſite for prayer, 
the principal object of this Exerciſe, I ſhall 
only hint at a few particulars here, out of 


many that offer. 


And ſurely you muſt join with me in 
acknowledging, that one of our national ſins 
is the exceſſive Luxury and Extravagance, 
which for theſe many years has been the 
reigning taſte of the nation, — that inordinate 
love of pleaſure and gaiety, which has in- 
fected people of all ranks and conditions, 
and cauſed places of diverſion, which tend 
to corrupt and debauch the mind, to ſwarm 
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has puniſhed us for this rioting in plenty, 
by the expences and deſolations of war; 
which, while they have enormouſly enhanced 
the price of every thing, exhauſt the public 
treaſury, and render private property pre- 
carious. 

Another ſin we have been remarkable for, 
is Vain Confidence and Carnal Security; a 
truſt in our own wiſdom, and glorying in 
our own ſtrength. For this, God has pu- 
niſhed us by moſt remarkable and humiliating 
diſappointments through the courſe of the 
war; and till this ſpirit is reduced, we can 
have no room to hope for ſucceſs. If we 
will go on to act without God, we ſhall only 
continue to meet with loſſes and diſgrace. 

Again, while we have learned to deſpiſe 
Government, and ſpurned at all Subordination, 
and would not be humbled by God's judg- 
ments while abroad, he brought them home 
to us; by permitting ſuch a riot of the Mob 
to be raiſed, and ſpread and prevail in the 
Capital ſeveral days, to the terror of all the 
inhabitants, and the danger of public credit, 
in ſuch a manner, as will appear a romance 
to future ages ; and if the military force had 
not been at length employed, imagination 


can ſcarce ſay where it would have ſtopped. 


And to mention no more, we have been 
long ftudying and adopting the atbeiſtical prin- 
ciples and looſe manners of the French, till we 
have dropped our religion, and have ſunk 
the ſterling bullion of our old national cha- 
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rater, down almoſt to the tinſel of theirs ; 
and in conſequence, we now fee ourſelves in 
great danger of being overpowered, and en- 
flaved, by their ſuperiority of numbers, and 
that of their allies. 

Such are our fins, and ſuch the judgments 
which we have felt, ſtill feel, and may expect 
to fall more heavily upon us, if we do not 
attend to their ſpiritual voice, and improve 
the ſpace which God's mercy has given us, 
* to turn unto the Lord that we may live.” 


Which brings me to add, 


III. and Laſtly. That repentance and 
reformation are ſure Indications and Con- 
ditions of Deliverance. They are not only 
indications and good omens, but they are the 
conditions of deliverance; they are the end 
for which God firſt ſends his judgments, 
and when that end is anſwered, he has gra- 
ciouſly promiſed to remove them; but not 
before. When a people will not be reformed 


by God's judgments, ruin and deſtruction 


will be the iſſue; he will not ſpare for ever; 
« nor will he always ſtrive with men, and 
« ſtretch out his hand to a rebellious peo- 

e ple;” he will turn his corrections into 
capital puniſhments, and pour out the full 
meaſures of his wrath. 

It is a ſad ſymptom, when a nation is 
ſecure under God's judgments, and goes on 
in its evil courſes; God will at laſt give 
them up to a judicial blindneſs of mind and 
hardneſs of heart, to ſay with the 7ews to 


the prophet Feremiab, in the 12th verſe of 
the 


IF 

the chapter where our text is; “ There is 
„ no hope, but we will walk after our own 
« devices, and we will every one do the 
imagination of his evil heart; of ſuch a 
people it muſt be expected; That God will 
« ſcatter them (as it follows in the 16th and 
« 17th verſes) as with an Eaſt Wind, be- 
« fore the enemy, that he will ſhew them 
«© the back and not the face in the day of 
e their calamity, will make their land de- 
«« ſolate, and a perpetual hiſſing.“ 

This has been the caſe with moſt of the 
conſiderable nations of the world: they have 
riſen from ſmall beginnings to plenty, wealth, 
and power; then getting drunk with proſ- 
perity, they have ſoon loſt all their virtues, 
and let looſe the reins to every kind of Wick- 
edneſs ; upon which God has viſited them 
with one judgment after another, and when 
they have grown only more hardened thereby, 
more daringly irreligious, and more uni- 
verſally diflolute in their manners, this has 
paved the way to their utter Extirpation. 

This was the caſe with the Jeu; when 
God had tried every method with that his 
choſen and peculiar people, and all, his 
mercies/and judgments were loſt upon them; 
the long-delayed vengeance came at. laſt, and 
the ruin was great and dreadful, as the ſtorm 
had been many ages gathering. The more 
a nation has trifled with God's patience, the 
longer the ſpace that has been given them, 
given but in vain, for repentance; the deeper 

ſhall 
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ſhall they drink of the cup of his wrath, he 
will empty upon them all the phials of his 
anger. As he had diſtinguiſhed the Jeue 
with ſuch peculiar favor, ſo he at laſt diſtin- 
guiſhed them as much in his reſentment 
for never did any hiſtory parallel the miſery 
brought wo them, the deſolation and 
ſlaughter that was made of them by the 
Romans, within half a century after our 
Lord's Crucifixion. | 

As God has made us like them in our 
privileges, in ſuch diſtinguiſhing mercies, 
and we have copied them exactly in our 


ſins; would to God, that ſooner or later, 


the likeneſs be not compleated in our final 
deſtruction; that his deſpiſed goſpel be not 
removed; that our abuſed liberty be not 


taken away. 


The only door of hope is attending to his 
judgments, and becoming a reformed, that 
we may not be made a ruined people. O that 
the ſpirit of God may lift up a ſtandard 
againſt the floods of profaneneſs and infidelity, 
vice and immorality that overflow us, and 
make our return to him be as general and 
hearty, as our revolt from him has been! If 
by his judgments, which have been and till 
are abroad in our land, “the inhabitants learn 
righteouſneſs,” this will be one of the moſt 


happy events of his providence, and we ſhall 


ever have reaſon to adore him, that he has 
not given us up, that he has not ſaid, Let 
« them alone, why ſhould they be ſtricken 
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i« any more, they will revolt yet more;“ 
but has corrected us in mercy, that we might 
not be deſtroyed in his fury. 

If the weight of his hand upon us does 
but break us off from our fins, and cauſe us 
to turn from our evil ways, then he aſſures 
us in my text, © That he will repent of the 
evil that he thought to do unto us.” 

Repentance in the creature, and in its pro- 
per ſenſe, implies a change of mind, and, in 
conſequence of that, a change of conduct. 
So it is ſaid of Eau, that he could find no 
« place for repentance, though he ſought it 
carefully, or earneſtly, with tears. Heb, 
xii. 17. That is, he could not prevail upon 
his father 1/aac to change his mind, and ſo 
to reverſe the bleſſing which he had pro- 
nounced upon Jacob. 

But God is of one mind, and who, or 
what ſhall turn him? No event can happen 
to induce the infinitely wiſe and all-ſeeing 
God to alter his mind, and change his deſign. 
God is therefore ſaid to repent, only in a 
figurative way of ſpeaking, which implies, 
that he does as men do when they repent, or 
alter their minds; that is, according to the 
old maxim, Mutat Deus fadta non confilia. 
He alters his viſible courſe of action, or 
changes the appearances of his providence, 
without at all changing his mind, or forming 
any new deſigns ; for known unto him are 
all his works from the beginning,” or from 
eternity, He has eternally and immutably 
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ſettled the order and connexion of all his 
providential diſpenſations; and this is the 
grand irreverſible: law of his government. 
That when a nation, by their ſins, make it 
neceſſary for him to inflict puniſhment upon 
them, if they are humbled under his judg- 
ments, and repent of, and reform from their 
evil courſe, and return unto him with their 
whole hearts; then he will remove his judg- 
ments, and caule all the Evil he had brought 
upon them to work together for their Good. 
The light of nature could go no farther 
than a bare peradventure in this point; as 
you may ſee in the caſe of Nineveb, Fonab iii. 
9, 10. God has left that gracious example 
upon record for our encouragement. But it 
is the glory of revelation, that it puts the 
matter paſt doubt; and in the words of our 
text you have it put into the abſolute form of 
a promiſe, which therefore the juſtice of 
God makes it neceſſary for him to ſtand to 


and perform. And God's people have ftill 


a further encouragement revealed in the 


goſpel, and that is, that the reins of govern- 
ment are put into the hand of the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt ; how comfortable to the believer, 
that Jeſus, his Saviour, is the King of na- 
tions, and overrules all the affairs of the 
world! | 

If then God's late dealings with us, and 
the preſent poſture of affairs, have but this 
happy effect, to produce in us a genuine 


repentance, a change of heart, and a change 
2 of 
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of life and converſation; we have full 
aſſurance that God will mercifully change 
the face of things, will cauſe light to ſpring 
up out of darkneſs, order out of confuſion, 
will reſtore peace and tranquility, plenty and 
proſperity ; and the ſhakings in the nation 
ſhall be found the means to purge us from 
our droſs, to refine and purify us, to unite 
us more firmly to our God, to our happy 
government, and to one another, to ſettle 
our peace and ſecurity upon more ſolid foun- 
dations, and make us long continue a people 
ſpared of *the Lord, that people whom he 
delights to honor. Bae 

I have hitherto inſiſted upon the voice of 
God's judgments to the nation in general ; 
which is, Return ye now every one from 
* his evil way, and make your ways and 
« your doings good.“ Permit me now to 
add by way of application— 

1. The call is loudeſt to his on people, 
thoſe who not only make a peculiar pro- 
feſſion, but ſtand in a ſpecial covenant re- 
lation to him. Their fins are attended with 
ſuch increaſed aggravation, as makes them 
moſt highly diſpleaſing to God, and calls 
for the ſevereſt correction. Our fins, my 
chriſtian brethren, bear a great weight in 
bringing down the divine judgments -upon 
our land; and therefore, our country de- 
mands our repentance and reformation, our 


profeſſion demands it, our God demands it. 
F 2 wa Our 


„ 


Our fins are ſo many acts of high treaſon 
againſt our country; as they expole it to the 
divine indignation, and remove that pro- 
tection from it, which, for the ſake of a 
few righteous, he would extend to the ſinful 
people among whom we dwell. They bring 
a ſcandal upon our profeſſion. If we are 
found no more juſt, and righteous, and mer- 
ciful in our dealings, no more pious, holy 
and heavenly in our converſation, at home 
in our families, and abroad in the world, than 
the generality of men; if we do no more 
than others, (ah, what if we do leſs!) it will 
expoſe our peculiar profeſſion to cenſure, as 
merely the effect of pride and affectation, or 
of baſe hypocriſy. 

Again, the fins of believers are highly 

. offenſive to God, and therefore he demands 
our ſincere repentance. Since they betray 
ſuch baſe ingratitude to his rich and ſparing, 
to his ſaving mercy ; fince they are ſuch vile 
breaches of covenant, and ſo many with- 
drawings of our allegiance to the Lord Tefus 
Chrift, whom we have acknowledged and 
accepted for our king ; and fince they bring 
ſo much ſcandal upon the doctrines of grace, 
and cauſe them to be blaſphemed, as it they 
gave encouragement to licentiouſneſs, and 
made our Bleſſed Saviour the miniſter of fin : 
this is wounding him in the moſt tender 
part. Let us therefore, 

2. Each of us ſet about the work of fe/f- 
examination. That is a work highly ſuitable 

and 
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and neceffary to follow ſuch an Exerciſe ag 
this. And to do'this to any good purpoſe, 
let me remind you, that Chrift is to be ap- 
plied to, © who is exalted to give repentance 
« as well as remiſſion of fins.” Look up to 
him as both the Great Prophet and High 
Prieſt of your profeſſion ; and under a ſenſe 
of the treachery of your own hearts, humbly 
implore the aſſiſtance of his ſpirit, to enable 
you to ſet about the examination of your 
ways, with ſuch a frame of mind, as that 
ou may be full of indignation againſt fin, 
and abaſed in your own — at the foot of 
his croſs, and be heartily deſirous of having 
every ſecret fin diſcovered, and be ready to 
part with it. 
Apply to the ſpirit of CBriſt, to“ ſhewyau 
what evil way there is in you,” and to enable 
you, by his powerful influence on your 
hearts, to exerciſe genuine repentance for it, 
when diſcovered, and to help you to apply 
by faith to the atoning virtue of his blood 
for its pardon, and cauſe you to forſake it, 
and make you victorious over it through his 
grace, and then lead you in the way ever- 
laſting; to keep you walkipg cloſely with 
him in the exerciſe of thoſe conſtant tranſ- 
actions and intercourſes between him and 
your ſouls, that have the greateſt tendency to 
maintain the favour of divine things upon 
your ſpirits, to keep up the hidden life of 


the chriſtian, to purify your hearts, to 


ſtrengthen your faith, enliven your hope, 
and 


11 

and animate your obedience. That you may 
bring greater glory to God than ever by your 
converſation, and be a means of averting his 
judgments from your dear country ; that you 
may ſtand in the breach between an offended 
God and a provoking people, and be found 

werful interceſſors. | 

This is an honor which I hope God will 
put upon us, and we have, I truſt, ſome 
room for encouragement. However, this 
will be our own comfort, and it will glorify 
Chriſt, if in the midſt of all the dangers that 
threaten us, and the deſolations that are 
making in the earth, we live by faith, and 
chearfully commit ourſelves into his hands, 
as the Lord of nature, providence, and 
grace, who has yet“ loved us, and given 
f* himſelf for us.” 


THE END, 
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